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Read Call Numbers
Libraries use classification systems to organize the books and videos on the shelves. Most public libraries use the Dewey Decimal Classification System (DDC) and most academic libraries (including Reynolds Libraries) use the Library of Congress Classification System (LC).  

You may be more familiar with the Dewey Decimal system, which uses only numbers to arrange materials on the shelves.  The LC system uses a combination of letters and numbers to arrange materials on the shelves. 
  
These classification systems allow each book and video in the library to be assigned a unique call number.  A call number is like an address: it indicates where the book is located on the library shelves. 

Anatomy of a Call Number
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A call number label is attached to each book and video spine or front cover.  Every item record in the library catalog also includes a call number. When searching the library catalog (Reynolds Libraries use Primo), you want to be sure to jot down the complete LC call number in order to locate the item on the shelf.  
[image: Image showing where a call number label appears on the spine of a book and the number showing on one line when reading a catalog record on a computer.]
If you have a general subject in mind, you can also browse the shelves if you know the beginning Library of Congress classification letters for that subject (e.g., BF – Psychology books; L - Education; PS – American Literature; R – Medicine). Since materials are arranged by subject, browsing books located closely on the shelf can also yield results. 
[image: Image showing how books are arranged on a shelf in Library of Congress call number order.]
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Rea call umbers ine by line:
Read the frst g in aplphabstical order
A,B,BF,CD...L, LA, LB, LC, M, ML
Read the second line a5 a whole number.
~1,2,3,45, 100, 101, 1000. 2000, 2430

ngs " (Same call umber nclue  decina rumber fr
the whole number on the sscond ins. Any number

o \ after a decimal poin s read as 3 dscimal number)
The third in is 2 combination of a eter and numbers:
Read th ltter aphabetically.
Read the number a5 a decimal: CB5=65 C724 = 724
(Some call numbers have more than one combination
feternumber fne)

The last ine s the publication date, read
in chronological order. 1967, 1989, 1998, 2000
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Taking Notes & Tests, Using
Dictionaries & Libraries

Tile: Whet You Need to Know
% About Developing Study Skills,

Author: Coman, Marcia J.

Call number LB 2395.C65 1997

The fist two lines describe the

subject of the book

LB2395 = Methods of study [~ LB
in higher education | 2369

This lne ofen represents the 007

author's last name: /

€85 = Coman
The year the book was published




image4.png




image5.jpeg
On the spine of a book In the online catalog
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